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The  Shelbyville  Reservoir  Project  was  authorized 
in  Congress  by  the  Flood  Control  Act  of  July  3, 1958, 
to  develop  the  Kaskaskia  River  Basin  for  flood  con¬ 
trol,  water  supply  and  downstream  water  quality 
control,  fish  and  wildlife  conservation  and  for  multi- 
recreational  areas. 


Before  actual  work  on  the  dam  started  at  Shelby¬ 
ville,  several  old  mines  in  the  path  of  the  excavation 
had  to  be  filled  with  grout.  Cemeteries  in  the  path 
of  the  lake  were  moved  to  other  areas.  Two  gas  and 
oil  pipelines  and  roads  were  relocated.  Construction 
on  the  Findlay  bridge  began  and  the  Old  Shelby 
Power  Plant  was  demolished.  Land  was  cleared  and 
leveled  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel  which  hugs 
the  bluff  to  the  east  of  the  river  bottom.  Construc¬ 
tion  of  the  $56  million  project  was  started  in  May, 
1963.  Water  was  impounded  in  the  summer  of  1970. 


DESIGN  CHARACTERISTICS 

Located  Vz  mile  east  of  downtown  Shelbyville,  the 
main  dam  on  an  earthen  embankment  110  feet 
above  the  stream  bed,  with  3,025  foot  overall  length 
and  a  reinforced  concrete  spillway  that  is  gate  con¬ 
trolled.  The  Shelbyville  Reservoir  covers  parts  of 
Shelby  and  Moultrie  counties,  has  11,000  surface 
acres  of  water  with  a  flood  control  pool  of  25,300 
acres  and  has  250  miles  of  shoreline. 


TWO  DAMS  ON  KASKASKIA  RIVER 

Shelbyville  Reservoir,  the  second  dam  built  across 
the  Kaskaskia  River,  is  approximately  60  air-miles 
northeast  of  the  initial  dam  at  Carlyle.  Because  the 
river  here  is  narrower  than  at  Carlyle,  the  lake  is  not 
as  massive,  but  it  is  deeper.  The  rugged  and  very 
hilly  terrain  at  Shelbyville  causes  an  irregular  shore¬ 
line  that  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  lake. 


THE  PARKS 

Two  facilities,  designated  as  State  Recreation  Areas 
face  each  other  across  the  central  portion  of  the 
lake.  Eagle  Creek  State  Recreation  Area  on  the  west 
side  of  the  lake  and  Wolf  Creek  State  Recreation 
Area  on  the  east  side  primarily  consist  of  land  man¬ 
aged  by  the  state  of  Illinois  on  a  long  term  lease 
from  the  United  States  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Minor  additions  have  been  made  to  both  facilities 
with  land  purchased  by  the  state.  The  two  parks  are 
very  similar  in  design  and  type  of  facilities.  Both 
were  named  after  creeks  crossing  the  area  which 
are  now  largely  flooded  inlets. 


The  land  was  originally  leased  to  the  state  of  Illi¬ 
nois  in  1968  and  opened  to  the  public  with  primitive 


camping  facilities  in  1972.  Extensive  improvements 
have  been  added  to  the  facilities  and  they  are  now 
well  developed  with  campgrounds,  boat  launches, 
day  use  areas  and  hiking  trails. 

WOLF  CREEK  STATE  RECREATION  AREA 

This  2,000  acre  park  is  located  eight  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Windsor. 

Picnicking:  Several  picnic  areas  complete  with 
grills,  tables,  water  and  sanitary  facilities  are  located 
within  the  park.  Two  areas  are  equipped  with  shel¬ 
ters  and  facilities  for  the  handicapped. 

The  Lost  Shelter  picnic  area  is  available  for  reserva¬ 
tions  at  no  cost.  This  shelter  is  in  an  isolated  area 
located  200  feet  from  the  parking  lot.  This  scenic 
site  is  complete  with  water,  toilets  and  grills. 

Trails:  Wolf  Creek  State  Recreation  Area  contains  a 
15  mile  equestrian  trail,  seven  hiking  trails  and  a 
161/2  mile  snowmobile  trail  which  opens  with  four 
inches  or  more  snow  cover. 

Hunting:  No  hunting  is  allowed  at  any  time  in  Wolf 
Creek  State  Recreation  Area. 

Deer,  pheasant  and  rabbits  as  well  as  songbirds  are 
abundant  and  can  usually  be  observed  at  anytime. 

Fishing:  Shorelines  with  flooded  brush,  timber  or 


rock  rip-rap  points  with  submerged  ridges,  and  tri¬ 
butary  streams  seem  to  be  the  most  productive  fish¬ 
ing  areas.  The  large  impoundment  contains  black 
and  white  crappie,  largemough  and  smallmouth 
bass,  walleye,  channel  catfish  and  bluegill.  Addi¬ 
tional  sport  fishing  is  provided  by  white  bass,  north¬ 
ern  pike,  bullhead  drum,  bowfin,  carp,  sunfish  and 
flathead  catfish. 

Boating:  A  four-lane  launching  ramp  is  adjacent 
to  a  175-car  parking  lot.  Rental  boats  and  motors 
are  available  from  private  marinas  on  the  lake.  Boat 
fishing  is  popular  and  skiing  is  permitted  in  desig¬ 
nated  areas. 

Camping:  Wolf  Creek  has  300  Class  A  campsites 
with  hot  showers,  flush  toilets,  water,  electricity  and 
tables.  In  addition,  there  are  78  Class  B  sites  (no 
showers  or  flush  toilets).  There  are  also  two  family 
tent  camping  areas,  an  organized  group  camp,  a 
reservation  system,  Rent-A-Camp,  Campground 
Host  Program  and  an  equestrian  campground. 

Reservations:  A  140  site  area  in  the  Lick  Creek 
section  has  been  designated  for  reservations.  Re¬ 
quests  for  reservations  will  be  accepted  starting 
January  1  for  sites  to  be  reserved  May  1  through 
October  31.  For  further  information  and  forms  call 
the  park  office  at  (217)  459-2831. 


Campground  Hosts:  Campground  hosts  are  avail¬ 
able  and  located  on  sites  31  and  144.  Hosts  will 
assist  you  with  site  location,  questions  regarding 
activities  in  the  park,  location  of  services,  maps, 
etc.  They  will  be  happy  to  serve  you  upon  request. 

Please:  These  areas  are  for  all  to  enjoy,  so  help 
keep  them  clean.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  avail¬ 
able  trash  container.  No  plants  or  parts  of  any  tree 
may  be  removed  or  damaged.  If  you  need  help  or 
have  a  question,  contact  the  site  manager. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Park  hours  are  from  6  AM  until  10  PM  except  for 
boaters,  campers  and  fishermen. 

Office  hours  are  from  7:30  AM  until  3:30  PM,  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday.  Park  Rangers  are  on  duty  during 
all  periods  when  the  office  is  closed. 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted 
to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  site 
superintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the  facili¬ 
ties.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have  ade¬ 
quate  supervision  and  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
must  accompany  each  group  of  15  minors.  All  pets 
must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette  and  Giant  City,  and 
White  Pines  Forest  has  cabins  and  dining  rooms 
only.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made  with 
lodge  manager. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  the  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When  weather 
conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  roads  during 
freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to  facilities 
is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  Wolf  Creek  State  Recreation 
Area,  contact  Site  Superintendent,  Rt.  #1,  Box  99, 
Windsor,  IL  61957,  phone  (217)  459-2831.  For  details 
about  Eagle  Creek  State  Recreation  Area,  contact 
Site  Superintendent,  Rt.  #1,  Box  198A,  Findlay,  IL 
62534,  phone  (217)  756-8260. 

For  information  on  other  sites,  write  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Conservation,  524  S.  Second  St., 
Springfield,  Illinois  62706. 

The  International  Symbol  of  Access  indicates  to  the 
handicapped  person  (particularly  a  wheelchair  user) 
those  facilities  and  public  use  areas  that  are  easily 
accessible  and  free  of  physical  barriers. 
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